6th Grade English – Ms. Ballabio
1. Curriculum:  In 6th grade the focus is on reading and writing.  There will be three benchmark tests this year on narrative, persuasion and response to literature.  Students will also learn grammar, spelling and participate in oral reports.  All students will read books that correspond to their lexile level, short stories and poetry from the literature book and one class novel.
2. Grading:  In the parent letter I sent home in the beginning of the year, I informed you of my grading policy.  I would like to reemphasize the fact that late work is not accepted and papers with incorrect heading and no name papers will receive an automatic 5-point deduction.  Students who are absent always have extra time to make up work but it must be done in a timely fashion.  Generally one day extra for every day missed.  I do assign weekly extra credit opportunities and students should take advantage of it.  Homework and class work are extremely important and seriously affect a student’s grade when not completed.

3. Routines:  I have established routines that should help your child achieve success in their transition to middle school.  Organization is very important so I require each student to bring their binder to class each day and place work in the correct sections.  They should keep all their work for the entire semester.  Students complete a warm up and planner on a daily basis.  You should be seeing the planner and signing it on a daily basis.  I also require parent signatures on tests.  With the warm up activity, Bellwork, students complete daily practice on CST questions.
4. Goals:  My primary goal for 6th grade students is to help them fall in love with reading and writing.  Please encourage your son or daughter to read books they enjoy and write for fun - lists, emails, poetry, letters (to you!  -why not?), comic strips, power point presentations, a blog etc.  Help me mold them into lifelong readers and writers.
